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The Kingdom of Sukur :

A NORTHERN NIGERIAN ICHABOD

By Anthony Kirk-Greene

With photographs by the Author

These field notes were made during a prolonged tour of the Madagali District
of Adamawa Province when I was District officer, Mubi, in 19§4. Since
then I have been able to amplify a number of facts through library research.
As I am unlikely for some years 1o enjoy the opportunity of revisiting Sukur to
check my final data, I have agreed ro publish this preliminary study now :
regardless of the possible original merits inhevent in its offering a first-hand
detailed description and analysis of Sukur, I sincerely hope that this contribution
may provide useful background material for future anthropologists working in
Northern Adamawa.

I should like here to acknowledge my debr to the valuable MS notes, scattered
in various administrative files, notebooks and diaries in Mubi and Yola, made
by D. F. H. MacBride, Administrative Officer, and H. S. Kulp, missionary,
compiled during their wvisit to the area nearly thirty years ago. So excellent
did I find their data when rechecking poinis in Sukur that I realised it would
have shown both negligence and ingratitude on my part had I not drawn deeply
Srom their illuminating and authoritative observations.—A.H.M.K-G.

N the Northern Cameroons a considerable stretch of the Anglo-French
Trust Territory boundary is marked by the natural frontier of the
Mandara mountains. This superb range, which, as the Magar chain,
marks the north-eastern limit of modern Adamawa province, runs like a
spinebone from the northernmost lofty peak of Zaladuva (over 4oo00ft.),
the sight of which encouraged Barth on his journey tc Yola in 18512, to
}he southerly offshoot of Bagale hill overlooking the river Benue opposite
imeta.

Among the many weird and wondrous spurs that jut forth from the
western slopes of this range, none is more remarkable yet less recorded than
the massif of Sukur. This mountain fastness, towering some 1800ft,
above the Yedseram valley and the plains of Madagah district, is no isolated,
inaccessible peak ; it boasts a fine plateau, whose good soil and adequate
water supply enable it to carry a community of its own,



